TDE 205 Design Process Packet

“Execution is a systematic process of rigorously discussing hows and whats, tenaciously following
through, and ensuring accountability.” -Lawrence Bossidy

— Thiz packet iz designed to factitate your use of a design process while creating your layouts/designs in

the TDE 205 course. Please fully complete each step of the process and use this packet as a space to
document the work you do. This includes using full sentences and paragraphs where appropriate. Use as
many pages for each step as is necessary to fully complete each step. Please insert documentation of
sketches, ideation, brainstorming (physical or digital) etc. into this document and use this as a place to
house your work. This could be later used to flesh out a portfolio to show to potential employers.



Select a Topic and Think Through the Requirements

In this step you should select a topic to base your work upon. This may be given to you or you may be

given creative license to select your own. When given a topic please document it here. When you are

given a choice of topics think through and document multiple ideas and select the best one. Include a
short, substantive rationale for your choice. Finally, look over the assignment, break down the

requirements, and document them here.
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Research

With your topic selected your next task is to conduct an inquiry into the topic you are going forward
with. This could include history of the topic, current events, current marketing and branding, statistics
surrcunding the topic, what competitors are doing and saying etc. See your text for additional avenues

for research. Researching is a pivotal step in the design process. Dig into the topic! The more
information you have the more avenues for design and creativity you will have later. Should you ar
someone close to you be the topic, think through pertinent information about yourself or someone else
and write it down. Document your research here with links where you found your information,
whenever possible.
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Ideate

In this step you will begin to brainstorm ideas for your design. This may include layouts, logos, color
schemes, etc. There are many ways to induce creative thought. Tryout different methods and find what
works for you. A good reference text is Thinkertoys: A Hondbook of Creative-Thinking Technigues. A
guick internet search will also yield many results for techniques. Mo matter the source, please choose
and document the name of your technigue as well as evidence you applied the technique to your
assignment. Feel encouraged to use multiple pages for your brainstorming and document your process

thoroughly. ’ - I{- [z, {-(jlﬂt.




Sketch

Use this space to document the sketching you've completed after ideation. This should include multiple
ideas and iterations for each topic and be directly linked to ideation you completed. This is also 2 space
to test out different color schemes with the different ideas you create. Getting several options for each
topic is a required aspect of this step and should not be glossed over. Whether done physically or
digitally, please be sure to document your sketches here.
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Choosing Your Final Design

In this space please complete a few steps. First, identify which of the designs that you sketched out in
the previous step is your final design choice. Second, create a final sketch of vour design that is clean,
neat, and to be used to create your Adobe Creative Cloud file with. There should be refinement of your
previous sketch evident in what you document here and should appear as something you could present
in & professional setting, such as a pitch meeting. Finally, provide a detailed and thorough rationale as to
why you chose this design over others. This should be a few paragraphs in length and discuss how this
design is the most successful in communicating to the intended audience. This should include content
from the text about good design principles, research you conducted, comparing with alternatives, and
more. You need to have a strong rationale for your choice. If you cannot provide a strong rationale
based on content from this course than you may need to think more deeply about your design and take
a few steps back in the process and try again.
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